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Spring has sprung, and like you, we are flat out.However, hopefully we are seeing more twisted
uteruses, rotten calvings, prolapsed uteruses, si@nd/or down cows, scouring calves, and BMSCC
grade investigations, than any ofjou are! Unlike endless rounds of paper work and constations,
this is the stuff of James Herriot, that inspired nany of us to become vets. In general we enjoy tlees
calls (especially in the daylight, with warm sunshie on our backs), because results are definite, and
measurable in terms of the benefit to clients andheir cows.

Clinic News
You will probably have noticed a number of Toyotdul 2-WD diesel twin cab utes scooting aroupd
the dairy farms, with Clutha Vets emblazoned acthssside. After a good financial year in 2006/07,
the board of your vet club (not wishing to accunteilexcessive profit, and having already paid back
4.2% on total vet spending to all club members @ditimnal discount), decided to invest in mqgre
capital. These vehicles, for vet use, were one wfagloing this. If you have any comments about
Jason, Andrew, Alisa , Hanneke or Bernie's drivirgease contact Bruce directly. No mare
anonymous late night, high speed flights to Clydiewou guys!

Dave Mclnnes and Jill McCloy (Clydevale) were thely winners of the Headstart weather station,
part of the promotion associated with our Springy night.

Calving Cows
Further to the article in the August Newslettemeenber that the sole measure of success in cavaogv

Is not whether or not you can (without a vet, bytbbute force, persistence or any other method}rget
calf out of the cow. You can really only regare talving as completely successful if the cow comts
milk, milks the season, and gets back in calf fextnyear. This is the main reason why you may wash
call a vet when the job is difficult. Vets are mdikely achieve this and give cows the after-céueytmay
need: thorough checking and perhaps flushing of uteeus; IV antibiotics, anti-inflammatories, and
oxytocin; fluids, starter drench and cow cover; addice on ongoing care.

Mastitis Matters

Over the winter, one of the projects we have beerkivg on at Clutha Vets is establishing our own in
house milk culturing system, for mastitis caseshe key advantages are that the turn-around will be
quicker, and the price cheaper ($8 per sample, disbount for larger numbers), than sending theinoof
Invermay. We will be happy to culture any milk gadento determine the bug causing the disease, its
probable source, and the treatment most likelyeteftective.

It is a good idea to sample all cows with masbgfore treatment; the samples labelled with date, and
quarter; and frozen. Then, in the event of treatrfeature, or an unacceptable number of cases, ave h
reference material to go back to. We can supptypda pottles, and if you are unsure of how to take
sterile sample, ask any vet when they are on farm.

In-house milk culturing is part of our ongoing effto improve the mastitis investigation packageoasa
offer you. We have been involved with a numbeGadde Buster (IS and BMSCC) investigations already
this season. Fonterra may reimburse some or alli®fcost if you are being financially penalized foe
grades. Our investigation involves visiting at il time to check both the cows (RMT, milk out,ttea
damage etc), and the plant as it operates at cowel leunder “real” conditions.



Care of Downer Cows (a brief refresher)

First, get a diagnosis. If she’s peeing and pooshg’s unlikely to have milk fever, so just puftimore
and more metabolic solution into her won't help.hiér legs (especially only one) is powerless or
uncoordinated, she may have nerve damage (padalysiseven a dislocated hip (often fixable, if
recognised early) or a broken leg. A vet visitvghéhe tractor ready) is warranted.

Then meet her basic needs — regular fresh feedif ahd’s not eating, 240ml of Ketol twice a dayai&t

— a 20l drench drum with it's side cut off is lowarigh for her to easily get her muzzle into, arss le
likely to be tipped over. Protection from the etts - if you can’t get her under a roof, at lgagton a
cow-cover and surround her with hay bales. Rataéind physio-therapy - turn her from side to sitle
least four times a day and actively move her leggrévent pressure sores and maintain blood flayw. H
lifters have a role in helping to manoeuver an ahirhyou are working on your own, and can be used
assist a cow to stand, or help her to balanceslhotldNOT be used to carry cows around the farm, nor
should cows be left hanging in them for more thamiButes.

Sufficient care of a downer cow has been estimétethke about 20% of a labour unit. If you can'’t
provide this amount of input (and not many of yaun @t this time of year), or if a cow has been down
more than a couple of days and is not improvinghgohumane thing — or get us to.

Reproduction (What?? Already??)

With the swing away from pessaries for treatmeritDofty” cows, we now tend to talk about “At Risk”
cows. These are the cows at risk of having a wearifection, and therefore trouble cycling and iggtin
calf. At risk cows include those with dead calvessisted calvings, twins, induced cows, retained
membranes and smelly discharge. They are mosly édsntified at calving time, or while in the
colostrum mob. One really successful approaclo imark them with tail tape as they occur for three
weeks, then change colour for the next three weéitthe end of this second period, get the cowmfr
the first lot checked by a vet - by then the lastg to have calved in that group will be at ledstidys on,
and would be well on the way to clearing themselifethey were going to. At the end of the nextetr
week period, check those from the second group rewatheck the first group etc etc. Hopefully thest
then be fewer nasty surprises at PSM.

Getting the most from your animal health budget

When | was calving a cow recently, | was staggeoel@éarn from the farmer that he had lost 23 coses (
far) this season. At the rumoured $2000 each,dhsdarly $50k lost. There’s no way (on a vet'susal
that | could take that level of loss lying down{ dhat staggered me more was that the first wehieaald
of the problem was a casual comment in passing.

Driving 80km return (after hours), untwisting theeus, delivering the calf, and giving some folloy
treatments cost him about $200, a nett saving éau d@ow) of $1800, and a return on investment af 9X
A (massive) $1000 investigation into the dead covay have saved the lives of only 10 of them ($20000
with a return on invest of 20X. Why call for the 9&turn, but not the 20X? We know a fair bit aboony
health (and death!), all you need to do is askhEp. The same reasoning would apply to our mgstit
metabolic,lameness, heifer growth, mating managéearahother herd health packages.

Calf Scours — No Joke!

Most calves with the scours require oral rehydrgtiand electrolytes (salts and sugars), not artidisio
However, the Clutha Vets antibiotic of choice,hiéte is a bacterial component suspected (and player
confirmed by sampling), is thamphoprim bolus. Contrary to what may appear on some prescription
forms, the correcstandard doseis ONE tablet per 50kg (®@NE TABLET PER CALF ) once a day, for

3 — 5 days. This can be increased to two tabletaiges of severe, bloody scours. As with all @otiids,
they should not be used in bobby calves.

This Month’s Retail News
 Arrest C — combinationral drench for calves — Buy 20Itr get 5 Itr free.
* Calf milk powder — Milligans. 20kg for $89
 Jute cow covers.Nurse those struggling cows through to mating 486
« Cydectinpour-on. Buy 15ltr, get 2ltr free (340 cows total). Nil ijlnil meat, nil bobby withhold.
* CVA Annual Reports including both chairman’s and@&report! Left over from the AGM, great
bed time reading for all the family. Buy anythimgt two copies fre




