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In the last week, August seems to have stopped peeiding it's October! However the remarkably
fine, dry start to the month has got the season ofb a flier on most farms. Many people are over
half way through calving, and there have been remdwably few problems. Long may it last!

Clinic News: At the AGM, Craig Sheppard, a dairy farmer frBiaretai, was elected as a new
director of Clutha Vets. He replaces Peter Jomstho we thank for nine years service. At the
subsequent board meeting, Peter Allison, a forragy darmer on the Taieri now living at Waihola
was elected to the chair, replacing Alastair CoéHtistair's greatest challenge was to guide your vie
club through the retirement of Bruce Bissett frdra CEO post (we are all enjoying having him
available to draw on his considerable clinicallskihree days a week), and the appointment of our
“new” CEO, Meredith Mackenzie. The third dairyrfaer rep on the board is Stewart Morrison of
Inchclutha. You should feel free to discuss anytens relating to the governance of the Club, with
any of these directors.
Well done Roo, who for the sake of Daffodil Dayaséd her head last week. She deserves a Clutha
Vets beanie!

Mastitis Matters

Nationally and regionally, the drug companies tslithat the sales of mastitis treatments are vesiind

on previous years, and our local experience woefldat this. In part, it will be due to the excelle
weather and ground conditions in August, but treeafDCT and Teatseal at the end of last seasdin, wi
also have contributed significantly. None-the-les® have already started the Spring round of
Gradebuster Visits for herds with high BMSCC, tmidvdemerits; and Milking Management Visits to
identify and rectify the causes of clinical and dubcal mastitis problems.

Both Fonterra and Open Country offer “demerit félishen a supplier has vet assistance to resolve
somatic cell count grading. They will cover thestcor the vet visit and mileage (but not drugsd)se
up to the amount that the somatic cell count dembave cost them. Please don'’t hesitate to contact

- if you are having problems, we can help.

Reproduction
It is time to be thinking about the cows “at risid’ having a post-calving infection in the uterugteA

about three weeks, any cow that has not cleanedillifpenefit from assistance. Don't leave it till
Metrichecking the whole herd at PSM, get the &-dsws from your list checked and treated now, so
they don’'t become non-cyclers or sub-fertile. Cadwsconcentrate on are those calved in the first
fortnight of August, with retained membranes, synelischarge, induced calves, other dead calves,
assisted calvings etc.

BVD in bulls

In John Pickering’s presentation to farmers atfi&€, he drove home the message about the effect of
BVD infection in your bulls. Getting them testedftre they come on farm is vital, so you know they
do not bring the disease with them, but gettingrtivaccinated is equally as important. If they aa#éve,

but meet the disease in your cows, they can ebsitpme infected themselves. This will dramatically
decrease their fertility, and they will spread theease further amongst the cows they mate. Itigst
the bulls you buy are both blood tested negatind,\aaccinated, before they come onto your property.



Health issue — Parasites in adult cattle

While we have traditionally believed that parasiterms have little impact on adult dairy cows, trial
work shows quite the opposite. A single Eprinextimgent resulted in an extra 0.03kgMS/cow/day over
the lactation, worth about $33 per animal on a @4&yout. NZ data also showed heifers treated with
Eprinex at calving, conceived 12 days earlier atftllowing mating. Combined, these results show an

excellent return on investment in a low payout y@aoney for nothing!).

What would the benefit be for your herd? A simpigk milk test (when 50% of the herd are in the
vat), can give a measure of the impact parasiteshaving on your cows. This test is much more
reliable than faecal egg counts, blood tests osgjng, and will give you real information about the

value you will get from de-worming your cattle.

Infovet: Many dairy farmers have now signed up for Infq\&etd we are seeing some positive results

in terms of using the information available to gobn-farm problems. However, it can only be used
this way if good quality information is enteredarilINDA in a timely fashion. Most importantly, get
your calving records in, and remember to also aflismase events — mastitis cases, metabolic

problems, inductions and retained membranes. @anthst out of your MINDA fee by using it as fully

as possible — if you are not sure what it is capall and how to take advantage of that, give Likala

Debudding of young calves is a service that has seen magsoxeth in the last couple of years. We

sedate the calves before burning the horn budsrmler the protection of local anaesthetic. It igkyu

quiet, and stress-free, and does not require yogoor staff to be present! At the same time we can
check for umbilical problems, and remove extrage@alves are best done between 2 and 6 weeks of

age. As a safety precaution, calves should noetevithin three hours of our arrival.

Things to do in September

Get the at-risk cows from the first half of Augebiecked.

Consider the benefits of drenching the cows formsor

Assess your BVD risk — blood test bulls and yegdirorganise antibody test on the bulk milk whe#o3fi
herd is in the vat.

Commence BVD vaccination of bulls; and yearlingd anilkers, as appropriate.

Start calf debudding.

Reproduction Management seminar: 9am — 4phQatober. Essential tools for getting the bestlteshis

mating. Phone the clinic to book your place.

This Month’s Retail News (quoted prices include GSTnd member’s discount)
 VetMin 4-in-1 combinatiormetabolic treatment(milk fever and grass staggers). Tub of 20 for $244
* Calf milk powder (Milligan’s) $71.65 per 20kg. Free delivery on ersl over a tonne.
* Calf meal (Sergeant Dan’s / Clutha Vets) $25.73 per 20k§2dr per 20kg on tonne orders.
» Merial-Ancarepour-on Eprinex $4.73 for 500kg dose; Genesis $2.81 fok§@ibse; plus extra bits!
 Nutritech Clutha Vetslaily in-water mineral supplement Contains only the essential elements pro

to be necessary, and at the levels required lacabigut 3.5¢ per dose, phone for a quote.

Retail Direct Phone Line 4181281

ven

The IRD suspected a South Otago Dairy farmer wapaying proper wages to his staff and sent a
representative out to interview him.

'l need a list of your employees and how much yayithem,' demanded the rep.

‘Well,' replied the farmer, "There's my herd mamageo's been with me for 3 years. | pay him $7@%eak
plus free room and board. He also gets a slabaffoe a Happy Hour every Friday."

‘The calf rearer gets $400 per week plus free ranthboard. She doesn't work on Sundays and | grovid
payed satellite television for free in her room."

‘Then there's the half-wit. He works about 18 hawery day and does about 90% of all the work atoun
here. He makes about $20 per week, pays his own eval board, but | buy him a bottle of whiskey gver
Saturday night. He also gets to sleep with my wdeasionally.’

‘That's the guy | want to talk to...the half-wsiays the agent.

‘That would be me,' replied the farn




