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Clinic News

We hope you all got through the cold snap without too many dramas — |
know of a few metabolic issues, and it certainly contributed to some calf |n thIS issue
losses. Most of you seem to be near the end of calving, so thoughts now
turn to mating.

On the staff front Matt Buckley has joined us as a Large Animal Vet. He is Clinic News
fresh back from a spell in the UK after a few years working in
Southland. Jane Grant will be leaving the Retail Team at the end of the

month, and I'm sure you'll all join us in wishing her well for the future. Our MPI TSE Surveillance
new Lawrence clinic is up and running — not too much dairy farming in that Scheme

direction, but please call in for a look if you are passing through. And last,

but not least—Congratulations to Anna Burrell, who recently became Heifer Synchrony
engaged to Joe Wyatt, farm manager at Carterhope.|

MPI Brain Scheme Ovary Scanning &
Non-cycling cows

Ruth Andrews BVSc (Balclutha)

If you have a cow that is displaying any symptoms such as neurological Tail Painting Timeline
signs that are progressive or fail to respond to treatment; a change in
behavior, or abnormalities in stance or gait that have no clear Why has this cow gone
musculoskeletal origin; metabolic disorders, including down without obvious off her milk?

injury, that do not respond to treatment, and if she is between 30 months—9 :
years of age, then she may be eligible for the MPI TSE (mad cow disease) . .
Surveillance Scheme. Dislocated hips

To continue to monitor the absence of TSE in New Zealand we need to test

animals that display similar clinical signs to TSE infected cows, sheep, goats Staph Alert

and deer. The brain is submitted to the lab, therefore the animal should not

be euthanised with a gun or captive bolt. There is a compensation payment Retail promos for
of $150+GST to the farmer, with a limit of 2 cows per farm per year. October

If you have a cow showing any of these signs, please give us a call.

“Cows Rock!”
Competition

BALCLUTHA 03 418 1280 | MILTON 03 417 8032 | CLYDEVALE 03 415 9121



Heifer Synchrony

Rut h BVSc

Now is the time to think about whether or not to
synchronise and Al your heifers.

Andr ews

Why would you want to synchronise heifers?

Two main reasons come to mind -

1. Genetically your heifers are your most superior
animal, therefore Al'ing them will result in faster
genetic gains.

2. Having a large proportion of your heifers calving
before the cows allows them to acclimatise to
the milking routine before too many cows enter
the herd, and it also gives them more time to
begin cycling before the PSM. Consideration
needs to be made on which bulls are used for
Al, whether a marker bull (ie Belted Galloway) is
used in the week post Al, and the number of
bulls needed for the returns.

There are three main programmes used to
synchronise heifers, the costs of which increase
with the decrease in the amount of yardings
required. PG programmes only work if the heifers
are actively cycling at the start of mating.

Single PG programme

This involves mating to detected heats for 5 days,
giving a dose of PG to unmated heifers on day 5,
then mating to detected heats for another 5 days.

« Total yardings: 11.

« Advantages: spreads the returns over a number
of days, decreasing the pressure on the bulls.

. Disadvantages: requires heat detection.

Double PG programme

This involves giving 2 doses of PG 10-14 days apart
prior to mating to detected heat for 3-4 days.

« Total yardings: 5-6.

« Advantages: a large number of heifers will cycle
over 3-4 days. Cheaper than a Co-synch
programme.

- Disadvantages: requires heat detection

Co-synch programme
This involves a CIDR programme with fixed time Al.
. Total yardings: 3

o Advantages: no heat
Freemartins detected.

. Disadvantages: a large number of bulls required
for the returns.

detection required.

(Bal clavea)Ext on

Ovary scanning & Non-cycling cows

BVSc

Every year there is a proportion of each herd that
will not be cycling. There is a range of options to
deal with non-cycling cows.

These include:

« doing nothing

. preferentially feeding

« once a day milking

« running with bulls (or teaser bulls).

Any of these options may work on a given farm on a
given year. However, we know that the only
interventions that have been proven to reliably
improve reproductive performance in non-cyclers
are hormonal interventions.

Ovary scanning is a service we offer to help inform
our treatment plan for each individual non-cycling
cow (depending on what we see) instead of giving a
CIDR to the entire group. This is more commonly
done when dealing with non-cyclers more than 2
weeks past planned start of mating. An in-house
analysis of the results of our ovary scanning data
showed that the cows that were given a CIDR out-
performed the cows that were given an ovsynch
programme (similar to a CIDR programme but
without the hormone releasing device). This
suggests that the main value in ovary scanning is
finding the damaged cows or cows with a large
Corpus Luteum on the ovary (to be treated with PG)
rather than trying to save on CIDRs.

If you would like to learn more, or if ovary scanning
is something that has traditionally been done on
your farm then be sure to book in a repro-ready
consult with your vet to discuss a plan for
approaching ovary scanning non-cyclers this year.

We know from our own experiences, and from NZ
trials, that a CIDR programme will consistently give
the best results and the best financial return of all
interventions for non-cycling cows.

A typical CIDR programme begins with insertion of
a hormone releasing device and ends with fixed
time Al 10 days later. There are also some
hormonal treatments within the programme that
have very strict timings that need to be adhered to.
The key to success in these programmes is good
organisation to ensure that treatments are
administered at the right times, and of course to
make sure that your Al technician is prepared for all
of the extra cows they will be serving at the end of
the programmel!

If you are interested in taking a pro-active and
reliable approach to dealing with your non-cycling
cows this year then please get in touch with your
vet and book a repro-ready consult and we can start
planning how to best achieve your goals.

(Bal cl ut ha)



Tail Painting Timeline

Andrew Comerford BVSc (Balclut ha)
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Why has this cow gone off her milk?

Anna Burrell BVSc (Balclutha)

Your cow may have a displaced abomasum (DA). This occurs when the abomasum, one of the four
stomachs in a cow, fills with gas and moves out of its normal position to become stuck between the ribs
and rumen of the cow.

In all the cases we see around 80% occur within two months
of calving. During pregnancy the heavy uterus moves the
abomasum and after calving it then needs to move back to
its normal position so this increases the risk of it becoming
displaced. Most of the time the stomach moves to the left
side of the cow, but occasionally, it can move and twist up to
the right leading to a more serious and urgent condition as
blood supply becomes affected.

In both cases surgery is required to correct the
displacement. After surgical correction, recovery is rapid
and milk production returns.

LEFT
RIGHT

Normal position of abomasum Position of abomasum (red) and
(red) and rumen (blue) rumen (blue) in a cow with an LDA



Dislocated hips

Sam Howarth BVSc (Balclutha)

As mating approaches and cows start cycling, mating
injuries will start to occur. Hip dislocation and hip
fractures are common injuries and are a true emergency.
These animals should be examined within 8-12 hours for
the best chance of a good outcome, but anything up to 24
hours is well worth giving us a call to examine and
confirm a diagnosis — don’t leave these cows for a few
days to see what happens. Treatment of dislocation may
include either manipulation or surgical reduction of the
hip joint.

If you have any questions or are unsure of whether you
have a case worth examining, please don’'t hesitate to
contact us. Keeping bulls off the yards and lanes while
the cows are brought in for milking will reduce the risk of
this type of injury.

Staph Alert

Marti@@aondor MVB (Milton)

“Staph Alert” is a mastitis test available at our clinic in Balclutha that specifically tests for Staph aureus
bacteria. Fresh mastitis milk samples from cows that are untreated can be tested with the maijority of
results returned within 48 hours. It can be used in conjunction with other mastitis sample tests e.g.
Mastatest.

Staph aureus can have intermittent or low shedding levels in some cows and so can be challenging to
diagnose. This is a highly sensitive test that is more successful at picking up Staph Aureus compared to
other available tests. Staph Aureus tends to wall itself off in the udder — as such it can be difficult to
diagnose and treat.

“Staph Alert” helps us by diagnosing more staph infected cows and treating them appropriately. If picked
up early before cases becoming chronic, cure rates can be more successful. Successful treatment
depends on early diagnosis of infected cows and early commitment to extended treatment regimes.

Staph Aureus is contagious and so can be spread through milking. “Staph Alert” can be used as a tool in
herds for segregation: “dirty cows vs clean non staph cows”. “Staph Alert” can also be used to help
investigate high SCC cows post herd test or RMT paddle positive cows. Later in the season the test can
help with dry cow treatment choices and culling decision making.

Feel free to get in contact with us to discuss. Don’t let undiagnosed staph cost you more in unsuccessful
treatments and chronically infected cows.

Retail Promos for October 2020
Eprinex Pour On 20It. Nil Meat, Nil Milk, Nil Bobby Withholds so perfect for this time of year.
Unparalleled Protection and Positive Returns

Also available with Eclipse and Eclipse E Inj.—
e Water Proof Vests & Hooded Jackets on selected options.
e Christmas Hams Coming soon

Boss Pour On 5 - Get a George Forman Girill (while Stocks Last)
- Christmas Hams coming soon

Clutha Vets Electrolyte 10kg - Be prepared this calving season.

“Cows Rock!” Competition

Anne Neame was first correct entry last month with Blur’s “When the Cows Come Home”

This month’s entry goes— B
fildn cal | edin anactowgbdut ; To bl owod it now; F o ray he

Answers to admin@cluthavets.co.nz by 28" August. Correct answers will go in the hat for \
a box of beer or reasonably-priced bottle of wine. -
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